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MEDIA RELEASE – Headline (one that grabs the media’s attention)
Date


For three days this/last week, venue (ie the school hall) at schoolname was turned into a buzz of activity.  There was loud music, there was excitement in the air and there were ### students who were having fun.  No, it wasn't a three day rugby tournament or dance competition.  These students were participating in the BusinessNZ Challenge.  And while they were having fun, they were also learning.

The BusinessNZ Challenge is a three day programme where students learn practical business skills in a fun and engaging way.  They are taught how to write a business plan then they put their new found skills to the test by creating a virtual company, completing a plan and then pitching this to a panel of external business people and politicians.   

By the end of the three days, students learn skills critical for when they eventually move into the work force.  They work as a team, with each company having set positions such as a Managing Director, Finance Manager, Production Manager and Sales & Marketing Manager.  They test their creative thinking by coming up with a unique product designed to fill a need or niche in their target market group.  They improve their presentation skills by pitching their business plan.

According to Canterbury Employers’ Chamber of Commerce (CECC) CEO Peter Townsend, ““Never has it been more important than it is right now for the business community and the students of Canterbury to be connected.  The region's future - the future that they will live and work in - is being redesigned as a result of the recent earthquakes and the need to bring the views and ideas of the younger generation to the fore is huge.  The BusinessNZ Challenge is the perfect way to close the gap between the ideas of youth and the experience of the business community to mutual benefit."

The winning team for (school) was (company name) with company directors (student names).  They came up with a (product) for (target market) to be sold for $$$.  According to their business plan, their company would reach break even in (time).

Include a quote from a student in the winning team on what they got out of the three days.

Judges volunteered their time to act as the "Dragon's Den" and included (name and title/company).  Include quote from a high profile judge if there is a good one.

The BusinessNZ Challenge is a Young Enterprise programme and is delivered free of charge to 55 schools nationwide through the generosity of sponsors.  Principal Sponsors for the Canterbury region are CECC and BusinessNZ with further support coming from NZICA, Unitec, The David Levene Foundation, EMA Northern, Employers’ Chamber of Commerce Central and the Otago Southland Employers’ Association.

To request the programme for your school or to sponsor a school in your area to participate, contact Young Enterprise Trust at info@yetrust.co.nz or 04 570 0452.
Ends

For more information contact:

Terry Shubkin, 
Chief Executive, Young Enterprise Trust	
terry.shubkin@yetrust.co.nz
+64 4 570 3392	
[image: ]+64 21 611 312	

About Young Enterprise Trust
Young Enterprise Trust is a charitable trust (Charities Commission Registration Number C21103) whose vision is to grow a more prosperous New Zealand.  Established in 1981, we believe the economic prosperity of Aotearoa depends on graduating students that are enterprise capable and financially literate today.  Our purpose is not just about educating young people in this area, it is about inspiring and transforming them.  Our mission is to ensure all New Zealand students participate in experiential enterprise and financial literacy programmes.  As such, we have a range of programmes which we provide free of charge to primary and secondary schools.  By equipping young people with these skills, we will make a difference to the lives of the individual, their family and society.  For more information, visit www.yetrust.co.nz.  
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