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Business savvy: Young Enterprise Trust winners, from left, Joe Lucas, 14, Alana Lewis, 15, Hannah Ogilvie, 15, Ryan
Preston, 15, Tim Wynne-Jones, 15, Kyle Barnes, 16, and Ashley Smith, 16.

Money changer cashes in

Tom Hunt

A KNIFE that toasts bread was
cut down, the judges were luke-
warm about a stove top that
cooled itself down, and an alarm
in jewellery failed to ring bells.
But an automatic currency con-
verter was the winner in a
Dragon’s Den-style event at
Tawa College yesterday.
Eleven teams from the
school spent three days last
week creating a business idea, a
plan, and E en presenting it yes-
terday to Wellington com-
munity and business leaders,
including Porirua Mayor Nick
Leggett, Employers’ Chamber of
Commerce Central chief execu-
tive Ken Harris, and Holly
Thompson, from the Porirua
Chamber of Commerce.

In the Business New Zealand
Challenge, each team presented
their ideas to the business
leaders, and were judged on
attributes such as planning,
marketing, finance, presen-
tation and teamwork,

Business NZ spokeswoman
Janet Hunt said the judges were
not necessarily judging the
product.

“It was the presentation [and
the] financial and overall busi-
ness plan,” she said.

Mr Harris, a Dragon’s Den
fan, said he had been impressed
with some of the ideas -
although he would not name his
favourite.

“With the right backing,
some of these businesses would
make it off the ground.”

He said he pulled some
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punches in his comments to the
pupils.

“I've been in business a long
time so I'm not used to being
sensitive.”

Kyle Barnes, 16, was the
chief executive of UCC - Uni-
versal Currency Converter —
which came up with the win-
ning device.

He said the UCC was a small
device that travellers could in-
sert their credit cards into
when they were overseas and it
would change the money in the
account into the local currency.

He said the team originally
came up with the idea of a uni-
versal currency but decided
against the idea because they
realised that some countries
preferred to trade in their own
currencies.



