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St Thomas’ pupil

wins
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A Christchurch teenager has out-

managed thousands of pupils across
New Zealand to win an inaugural
young managing director of the year
award. Svis

St Thomas of Canterbury College
pupil James Agnew, 17, is the first
recipient of the New Zealand
Institute of Chartered Accountants
(NZICA) Young ing Director
of the Year Award, 5 b,

James, who will receive his
award at the NZICA Leadership
Awards in Wellington today, won
the title for his leadership of a pupil
company  that produced a
sustainable energy-based emergency
power generator,

He and five other St Thomas of
Canterbury pupils founded
Advanced Clean Energies (Ace),
which developed and ‘manufactured
the Lion emergency power gener-
ator, : T,

The generator uses waste heat
from boiling water to  power
cellphones and charge batteries,

James said he was “gobsmacked”

- when his mother told him he had
won the award.

“To come from such a small
environment [St Thomas of Canter-
bury College has about 550 pupils]
and to win out of about 4000
applicants from New Zealand, just
completely blew me away.”

He will receive $1000, a trophy

and a trip to the awards.

NZICA chief executive Terry
McLaughlin said James “has pro-
vided strong strategic vision, robust

James Agnew

managerial skills and the level of
leadership that has enabled the team
to work to their full capacity”,
“Their achievements at just 17
years of age are extraordinary,” ,
McLaughlin said he was looking
forward to tracking James’ career,
- James managed to ¢
prime minister Helen Clark, who
now heads the United Nations
Development_Programme, to launch

the Lion in August after contacting |

‘her through her Facebook page,

The first production run of the
Lion, which is sold through Mitre 10
Mega, has sold out, allowing Ace to
notch a net profit of 8 per cent.

The Lion is also being used by a
school in  Tanzania after  the
Christchurch pupils sent it to them,

James has also led the company
to win the Canterbury regional final
of the Lion Foundation’s Young
Enterprise Scheme, and it is now in
the running for the national award,

to be announced tomorrow,
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