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COURT NEWS

CALVIN AND HOBBES

Teen who
crashed in
‘drag train’
sentenced
A 17-year-old student crashed his
car, injuring a person, while part
of a ‘‘drag train’’ near Tiwai, the
Invercargill District Court was
told yesterday.

George Petas, appearing before
Judge Kevin Phillips, yesterday
admitted driving carelessly caus-
ing injury.

Police prosecutor Sergeant
Grant Gerken said police were
alerted to a ‘‘drag train’’ of be-
tween 30 and 40 ‘‘boy racers’’
doing burnouts at the Tiwai
Bridge on June 19. Police stopped
17 vehicles and saw several others
stopping and U-turning.

One of the vehicles in the drag
train was driven by Petas, who at
one point was following a Honda
Integra.

When the Honda slowed sud-
denly, Petas was unable to stop
and crashed into the car, sending
it across the road.

Judge Phillips sentenced Petas
to 60 hours’ community work and
disqualified him from driving for
eight months.

Assault

Quinton Troy Pascoe, 19, was
remanded in custody to October 14
for sentence for assaulting a per-
son with a weapon on August 1,
breaching his community work,
also on August 1, and intimidation
on July 16.

Heather Raywyn Park, 39, was
remanded on bail to September 23
for assaulting a child on July 24.

Bernard Arthur Patterson, 48,
joiner, was remanded on bail to
October 28 for sentence for assault
and assaulting police on August 5.

Grant Bradley was sentenced to
300 hours’ community work and 12
months’ supervision for an assault
at Queenstown.

Kaleb Hunter, 30, was remanded
on bail to October 28 for sentence
for assault, assaulting police and
threatening to kill at Queenstown
on June 18.

Cannabis

Richard Eion Summers, 47, was
sentenced to four months’ home
detention for cultivating cannabis
and possessing cannabis for sale
on June 3, 2010.

Rowena McCarthy, 39, kitchen-
hand was remanded on bail to
October 28 for sentence for
possessing cannabis for sale on
August 10.

Breach

Jazz Jethrow Creedy, 18, was
sentenced to one month’s jail on
each charge for failing to complete
the required number of com-
munity work hours within the
prescribed period on May 17 and
breaching his community work on
May 19.

Jamie Michael Brosnahan, 18,
was remanded in custody to Sept-
ember 8 for sentence for breaching
his supervision on August 11,
breaching his community deten-
tion and intentionally damaging a
community detention bracelet
on August 12, and possessing

cannabis seeds on August 15.
Jared Hona was sentenced to 40

hours’ community work for
breaching his community work.

Cruz Bronson Grennell, 20, for-
estry worker, was remanded on
bail to October 6 for sentence for
breaching his supervision on July
20 and behaving in a disorderly
manner on July 25.

Sarah-Leonie Ohuia Moeau, 20,
was remanded on bail to October
28 for sentence for breaching her
community work on June 7.

Nadia Hine Amai Thompson, 27,
was sentenced to 70 hours’ com-
munity work for breaching her
post-detention conditions on
August 1.

Jason Fowler-Honeyman was
sentenced to 40 hours’ community
work for breaching his com-
munity work at Gore on May 24.

Driving

Andrew Craig Smith, 19, farm
hand, of Otahuti, was sentenced to
90 hours’ community work and
disqualified from driving for nine
months for driving at a dangerous
speed on August 9, and driving
while suspended and with a
breath alcohol level of 275mcg on
August 13.

Carl Dwayne Moir, 30, farm
manager, of Tuatapere, was
ordered to attend a driving im-
provement course, ordered to pay
$5009.45 reparation and disquali-
fied for six months for driving
carelessly causing injury at
Nightcaps on May 14.

Alan Mervyn Conner, 73, buil-
der, was remanded to September
21 for driving carelessly causing
injury at Mabel Bush on June 11.

Shannon James Crawford, 33,
dairyfarm worker, of Hedgehope,
was sentenced to 40 hours’ com-
munity work and disqualified for
six months for operating a vehicle
in a sustained loss of traction on
July 31.

Blain Sol Finnerty, 17, of Bluff,
was sentenced to 40 hours’ com-
munity work and disqualified for
six months for driving while sus-
pended on July 31.

Cameron Ryan McStay, 17,
labourer, of Kennington, was
sentenced to 40 hours’ community
work and disqualified for six
months for driving while sus-
pended on August 21.

Jaco Snyman, 18, student, was
fined $450 and disqualified for six
months for driving while disquali-
fied on July 9.

Drink-driving

Dean Christopher Dobias, 42, of
Dunedin, was sentenced to six
months’ jail but given leave to
apply for substitution of sentence,
and disqualified from driving for
15 months for driving with a
breath alcohol level of 723mcg on
December 11. Dobias was also
ordered to have no interest in a
motor vehicle for 12 months.

Simon John White, 18, 763mcg
on July 30. Sentenced to 100 hours’
community work, nine months’
supervision and disqualified for 10
months.

Muso’s 4 Lusos
chief executive
Theo Herewini-

Harden explains
the group’s

concept with
members, from left,

Khalem Tautari,
Claire Verhaegh,

Preeti Argal, Wade
McSoriley and

Annmarie Penny,
while judge Ross

Ronald looks on, at
the BusinessNZ

Challenge
yesterday.
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Students blossom in business challenge
Nicci McDougall

Future leaders shone at the Busin-
essNZ Challenge yesterday.

About 80 students from Aurora,
Aparima and Menzies Colleges
were mixed in different groups

and given three days to develop a
virtual business concept and
whole business plan.

One of the judges, Darren
Ludlow, said the students came up
with some concepts that had
tremendous capabilities and were
good selling propositions. ‘‘It is

always impressive to see some out-
of-the-box thinking that some
come up with,’’ Mr Ludlow said.

It gave the students a slice of
what the business world was like
and they were, ‘‘funky groups
with some groovy kids’’, he said.

Muso’s for Lusos chief executive

Theo Herewini-Harden said it was
a huge learning curve and
although it had been a lot of work,
he had come away with a good
preparation for the real world.

A group called Study Buddy
won the competition. Its concept
was a fun and interesting learning

game; a free-to-use website and
application, which can be down-
loaded from a computer to any
phone or network for a small cost,
for computer teachers and
students to incorporate into their
lessons.

nicci.mcdougall@stl.co.nz

Boss pays tribute after crash tragedy
‘‘He was a hard worker and really switched on – one of
those guys you could leave to it really.’’
Tony Brown

Karl Thwaites was only 5
kilometres from home when he
fatally crashed his new motorbike
on Thursday morning.

The 36-year-old former South-
lander was on his way to work at
Motueka Cool Storage when he
crashed on Waiwhero Rd at
8.20am.

He suffered multiple traumatic
injuries, including critical head
injuries, in the crash and after be-
ing flown to Nelson Hospital by
the Summit Rescue Helicopter
died of his injuries.

Yesterday morning, Motueka
Cold Storage manager Tony
Brown was with Mr Thwaites’
mother, who drove up from
Rangiora yesterday.

He said everybody was still in
shock and his death felt surreal.

‘‘He was well liked and well
known. Everybody is in shock.’’

Mr Brown was good mates with
Mr Thwaites, having known the
family for years after they all grew

up in Southland together. Mr
Thwaites moved to the area when
he was 14, attending Motueka
High School, and had worked
doing apple seasons on orchards,
as well as working for Talleys.

‘‘He was a hard worker and
really switched on – one of those
guys you could leave to it really.’’

Mr Brown was at the hospital
when Mr Thwaites arrived and
was with him as he passed away.
Mr Brown had gone to the hospital
to see his nephew who had been
involved in a crash on the Ruby
Bay bypass hours before after fall-
ing asleep at the wheel.

Mr Brown said: ‘‘I got a call on
the way over about Karl’s accident
and he arrived 20 minutes after I

got there. I got to be with him.’’
He said that although people

often got the wrong impression of
Mr Thwaites because of his tattoos
and piercings, he was a big softie
and would be sorely missed.

He was well known and Mr
Brown had fielded many phone
calls from people who expressed
their sympathy.

‘‘He was a cheeky bugger, a
good guy, a big softie really.’’

Mr Thwaites had worked for
Motueka Cold Storage for four
apple seasons, operating the
forklift and doing other jobs.
Lately he had been filling in as
other employees took annual
leave. Mr Brown said Mr Thwaites
was on his way to work when he

crashed and had only purchased
the BMW motorbike at the week-
end.

Senior Sergeant Grant An-
drews, of Motueka, was at the
scene of the accident yesterday
morning.

He said the initial indications
were that the motorcyclist had lost
control and hit a Telecom box on
the roadside. Police spoke to a
crash witness yesterday and were
not seeking anyone else in relation
to the crash.

Mr Andrews said there was a lot
of investigation to do around the
crash to determine the cause.
Some of the factors being invest-
igated were sun-strike, stopping
distance, weather and driving con-
ditions.

The motorbike would be exam-
ined next week by a vehicle in-
spector to check for any faults.

He said the first people on the
scene ‘‘did a fantastic job’’ provid-
ing emergency first-aid. Fairfax

Kiwi duo
jailed for
Aussie
drug plan
A New Zealand-based couple who
went to elaborate lengths to elude
Australian police over a A$2 mil-
lion (NZ$2.7 million) cocaine im-
portation have been sentenced to
11 years’ jail.

Jennifer Romero-Maya, 30, and
Geoffrey Kennedy, 53, who had
lived in New Zealand, flew to the
Gold Coast to orchestrate the im-
portation of 1.8 kilograms of pure
cocaine from Argentina in August
2008.

They spent A$4200 on ‘‘elabor-
ate’’ arrangements with couriers,
mobile phones and apartments to
avoid detection, the court was told.

But little did they know,
German authorities had inter-
cepted the drugs through random
checks on two parcels in Leipzig,
en route to Australia.

The drugs, worth up to A$1.9m,
were found stuffed inside
hydraulic cylinders.

The police were notified,
listening devices were attached
and the couple were tracked down
to their Broadbeach hideout.

The first parcel was delivered
but the second never left Ger-
many.

Romero-Maya’s and Kennedy’s
phone calls were tapped and dur-
ing the operation they were heard
talking about how to divide the
drugs and sell them.

Romero-Maya, originally from
Colombia, and Kennedy were
convicted in Brisbane on August
16 of attempting to possess a mar-
ketable quantity of an unlawfully
imported border-controlled drug
and were sentenced in the Su-
preme Court in Brisbane yester-
day.

Their lawyers argued that drug
lords had threatened to kill their
family and they were forced to act
as couriers.

But during sentencing Chief
Justice Paul de Jersey said he was
satisfied no such threats were
made.

‘‘You were involved in this
enterprise at an instrumental
level, motivated by personal
financial gain . . . well beyond the
level of courier,’’ he said. AAP

Right to Life wins leave to appeal case
The Supreme Court has granted
anti-abortion lobby group Right to
Life leave to appeal a Court of Ap-
peal decision on its legal battle
against the Abortion Supervisory
Committee.

In June, the Court of Appeal
ruled the law did not recognise or
confer a right to life on the unborn
child when it quashed a High
Court judge’s findings that

doubted the lawfulness of many
abortions in New Zealand.

Today, the Supreme Court said
Right To Life could appeal part of
that ruling.

In the decision Justices John
McGrath, Andrew Tipping and Pe-
ter Blanchard said the grounds ap-
proved for appeal were:

❚ whether the committee had the

power to review or scrutinise the
decisions of certifying consultants
and form its own view about the
lawfulness of their decisions;
❚ if there was any foundation for
the High Court’s finding that ap-
proval rates for abortions seemed
to be ‘‘remarkably high‘‘; and
❚ whether the High Court had
jurisdiction to consider if certify-
ing consultants were obeying the

‘‘abortion law’’ and, if so, whether
there was any foundation for its
finding that ‘‘there is reason to
doubt the lawfulness of many
abortions authorised by certifying
consultants’’.

The Supreme Court judges
declined to grant leave to appeal
the legal recognition of children
before birth as human beings.

NZPA

Workers help children’s charity get ahead

Ultimate
sacrifice: Phill
Blackburn had
his hair and
moustache
shaved off,
which he has had
since he was a
teenager, in the
name of the
Child Cancer
Foundation.
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Gwyneth Hyndman

It was a close shave for
Phill Blackburn but the
Alliance Lorneville plant
meat worker did not
flinch as he lost a lifetime
of mo growth at the
Green Acres Country
Club yesterday.

The 11th annual fund-
raiser pulled about 170
plant employees and
suppliers to the golf tour-
nament, which raises
money for the Child Can-
cer Foundation.

Last year the Lorne-
ville plant raised almost
$6000 – this year the
fundraiser was boosted
by a gleeful crowd of
supporters as eight of the
plant rescue squad took a
seat to have their heads
and moustaches shaved
off. A collection passed
around to sponsor the
men raised an additional $1900.

‘‘Its for the children,’’ Mr
Blackburn said after the mous-
tache he had been sporting since
he was 15 came off, along with the
hair on his head.

Child Cancer Foundation South-
land chairwoman Jo McAslan said
the move showed an enormous
amount of support for the estima-
ted 25 families in Southland who
benefited from the needed support.

‘‘It’s fantastic what the com-
munity is prepared to do for us,’’
Mrs McAslan said.

The foundation provides all
sorts of things, from accommo-
dation, petrol vouchers, and phone

top-ups for families who are trav-
elling to Dunedin for treatment, to
counselling and a biannual gather-
ing for families in the region, she
said.

gwyneth.hyndman@stl.co.nz

Man gets 10 years’ jail for rape
A prominent Waikato business-
man has been jailed for 10 years
for the rape and indecent assault
of an intellectually handicapped
woman.

The man, who has name sup-
pression, was sentenced yesterday
in the Hamilton District Court
after being found guilty in July of

rape, unlawful sexual connection
and indecent assault, The Waikato
Times reported.

His victim, who was 19 at the
time, has a mental age of between
6 and 10. The man’s name is to
remain suppressed because of
charges in relation to another al-
leged victim. NZPA


